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December 18, 2011
Advent IV
To those who travel to celebrate the miracle…
Each of us in our own way have begun the journey.  The Posadas remind us of the difficult journey of José and Mary as they sought a word of welcome in a hostile world.  You have chosen to be present among the poor of this world, not always welcomed and the objects of a hostile world of sin, where the relationship of love and solidarity between God and humankind has been broken.  I commend you for your faith, your journey, your courage, your sacrifices!  You have my respect.
While our journeys have put more distance and time between us, there continues to be unity as we gather around the manger.  Your work with the poor – the undocumented in San Bernardino, the migrants in Los Angeles, the victims of police brutality in San Bernardino – compliments my new pastoral ministry here with sex workers, poor youth in Polanco and the blind in Aguascalientes.  We continue to be united in heart, soul and spirit.  Our solidarity with the poor has not changed.  Our criticisms of the institutional church have not changed as organized religion becomes more and more distant from the needs of everyday people.   While our faith comes from the cradle of the Sacred Mother Church, its life is now life linked to the suffered and resurrected Jesus, not edicts from a remote and isolated Italian city and maneuvers by bishops motivated by their self-interests.  As did Moses, we celebrate our identities and our freedom!  We move forward in the journey of faith.  
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus – el Niño Dios – new opportunities for sharing light and life will emerge.  We will pass the Feast of the Innocents and remember those who have died in the hands of kings and dictators and border police and in the streets from violence and lack of health care (we lost 3 leaders among our sex workers, and 3 blind persons this year).  We will arrive with the wise to the manger where we too will recognize life and our commitments to make the lives of all sacred, as God would want it.  The verb – word – became flesh.  And we are prepared to put flesh on the words we preach.
There will be new opportunities in San Bernardino.  Dr. Ellen, sensitive to the needs of immigrants, is now the Director of the H Street Clinic.  She has a team of doctors and nurses working with her who are committed to providing a care of excellence to migrants who can or cannot afford to pay.  I encourage you to visit her, get to know her.  She and I built the clinic together and is a dear ally and friend.  A new pastor, Pastor Nagler, will be coming.  I am sure he will be open to meeting with you and hearing of your work for the defense of the undocumented.  Those who surround him first will get his ear and will help open a road for a vibrant social service project serving the poor, the marginalized, the migrants.  I encourage you to talk together about how you can help make a lasting first impression and open doors that others have tried to close.
2011 has been a difficult year for me personally.  I have had many health issues, including two surgeries.  It appears I end the year mended and ready for new challenges in 2012!  The Comunidad de los Martines – www.comunidaddesanmartin.org – is growing in Mexico.  We welcome students from the USA – young and old – who want to learn Spanish, theology of liberation and Mexican culture.   You are welcome to come as a group or as individuals to do a retreat in La Casa de San Martín, where you would be our guests.  ¡Están invitados!
We will be expanding our youth work, our work with sex workers and with the blind as we seek to form leaders from these diverse communities around health, popular education and culture.  Our website will be active beginning January 1 and will have monthly updates on our work, travel and study opportunities.  
You are an important part of the history of the Community of St. Martin.  Your reflections, poetry, comments in English and Spanish will be welcome!  We are also available on Facebook – La Comunidad de los Martines.  
In my heart and soul, we continue to work together.  We continue to walk the walk of faith be it in southern California or Mexico.  The battles and struggles in San Bernardino were not lost and need not be seen as defeats.  A clinic still exists and is serving migrants with new medical leadership.  HIV clients continue to be served.  Mexican migrants continue to receive food.  There will be many more opportunities in 2012 to reconnect and revitalize what was our vision.
It is a time to reflect where the journey for Posada will take us.  We dare not deviate from the path that leads us to Bethlehem, to the poor, to the stranger, widow and orphan.  There we find light and joy.  There we find energy and new life.
Please travel safely.  The strength of faith and vision will guide us and lead us.  We can only move forward.  Know that you are in my prayers this season.  As I celebrate Christmas ‘eve Mass, I will pray for each of you.
May this spiritual and mystical season fill you with love and solidarity, for yourselves, for each other, your families and for the poor whom we have been called to serve, for whom and among whom Jesus was born.
Un gran abrazo,
Fr. David John Kalke, Comunidad de los Martines, Guadalajara, Mexico 
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