+Michele+
Today the Community of St. Martin mourns the death of +Michele+ who died earlier this day.  

Way too young, way to on the edge of society, way to vulnerable.

Pedro is taking it pretty hard.  "We could have done more.  We should have done more."

S/he was homeless.  If we had had a house?

S/he had pneumonia.  If we had had earlier access to healthcare?

S/he died alone.  If we had had a live-in community?

S/he had many health issues.  If we had had more healthcare educators working the street?

 

Was s/he G?

Was s/he L?

Was s/he B?

Was s/he T?

Was s/he Q?

Was s/he I?

Was s/he A?

Did s/he have HIV?

Does any of that labeling matter now?

Should it ever have mattered?

 

All questions now that death brings.

The death of one of ours, a healtthcare educator in formation.

We will miss the smile +Michele+ brought.

His/Her concern for other sex workers was exemplary

as his/her own health was deteriorating.

 

While work in the streets brings joys,

it also brings pains.

Walking with Jesus to Calvary is not always an easy walk.

The city streets are rough.

The city streets are covered in blood.

The blood of Jesus

the blood of the martyrs

the blood of the poor

are the seeds for the new church.

 

+Michele+ RIP.

 

La Comunidad de los Martines
will be setting up a Memorial Fund in +Michele's+ honor.
Funds collected will be used for healthcare needs of street workers.

Thank you.

Send your donations to:

The Community of St. Martin

P.O. Box 954

Highland, CA 92346

Donate online:
www.ecchurch.org/sanmartin
